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" How dearly Russia had to pay for this success ! On
the igth and 20th of November, Wellington declared in two
memoirs, that England could not participate in the last
measures taken by the Powers, and, on the whole, would only
intervene in the internal situation of the other States, if her
own interests were threatened. That was Canning's refusal of
the great Alliance. On the 24th of November, Wellington
drew the sharp sword, which England held in readiness, half
out of its sheath, as he broached the subject of the inde-
pendence of South America. His minister * had written to
him with fervent zeal: ' American questions are at present
far more important for us than European. If we do not take
hold of them and turn them to our own advantage, we run
the risk of losing an opportunity which can never never be
recovered/ Of the freedom of the new world, of the
awakening of nascent nationalities, not a syllable transpired
in the course of these cool expositions of a commercial
policy; Canning kept his fine phrases for his parliamentary
speeches. In fact, the British flag found itself hard pressed
in the American seas; it could with difficulty defend itself
against pirates, as long as it could not rely on the protec-
tion of the new authorities in the maritime States. Already
in March, President Monroe had formally recognised several
of the new Republics 2 in the name of the North American
Union; and Henry Clay, in a powerful speech, declared
that to be America's answer to the impious conspiracy
of the despots. Even now British battleships found
themselves under the necessity of forcing the blockade
before Puerto Cabello, in order to secure the entrance of
merchantmen. England, who had herself experienced so
many violent changes of her rulers, and in her penal
laws expressly provided for obedience to the existing
government,3 could not possibly carry her regard for the
legitimate rights of the Spanish court so far as to allow

1  Canning.                                                                                              <-

2  Colombia, Chile, Buenos Aires, Mexico ;  in March 1822.

3  By a statute of Henry VII. (1495) no person assisting the  king de
facto was to be liable to impeachment or attainder.